
Sound Doctrine Is for Love!



I. Sound Doctrine is for LOVE.
A. Whom I love in Truth. (V.1)

“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me." (John 14:6)

B. Truth is the basis of our love for one another.

C. Walking in the truth. (v.4)



John 13:34-35
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I 

have loved you, that you also love one another.
35By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 

one another.”

D. Warning: "Many deceivers have gone out into the world."

Truth and error are revealed in Sound Doctrine.

E. Love is the goal of sound doctrine!  



II. Sound Doctrine is for all kinds of love.  

A. Sound Doctrine is a summary of the Bible's teaching that 
is both faithful to the Bible and useful for life.

1 Tim. 1:8-11:



1) The doctrine of God leads us to love God.

Eph. 3:17-19, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that 
you, being rooted and grounded in love,

18may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width 
and length and depth and height—

9to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God



2) The doctrine of man guides us to love our neighbors.

James 3:9, With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse 
men, who have been made in the similitude of God.

Deut. 10:18, He administers justice for the fatherless and the widow, 
and loves the stranger, giving him food and clothing.



3) The doctrine of providence teaches us 
to love our enemies.  

Matt. 5:43-45, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’

44But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do 
good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use 
you and persecute you,

45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun 
rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on 
the unjust.



4) The doctrine of salvation teaches 
husbands to love their wives.  

Eph. 5:25-26, Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself for her,

26that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by 
the word.



5) The doctrine of God's love trains all of God's 
people to love our fellow believers.

1 John 4:10-11,

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

Eph. 5:2, And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 
Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling aroma.



B. Sound doctrine opens our eyes to His love.

Eph. 3:18, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is 
the width and length and depth and height—

1 John 3:16-18, By this we know love, because He laid down His life 
for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

17But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, 
and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide 
in him? 

18My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed 
and in truth.

Sound doctrine produces actions as a 
result of our beliefs.



III. Doctrine and Love in our lives and Churches.

A. What difference should sound doctrine make?

B. When struggling to love another person.

Rom. 5:7-8, For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps 
for a good man someone would even dare to die.

8But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.

V.9, Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through Him.



1 John 4:20-21

If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 
who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love 
God whom he has not seen?

21And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves 
God must love his brother also.

Eph. 2:4-5, But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 
saved).

1 John 4:8, "He who does not love does not know God, for God is 
love."



1 John 9
Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ 

does not have God. 

He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the 
Son.


